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Not everyone considers benefit plan audits fun, but Valerie is one of those people. And she’s been
doing it for more than 18 years. Over the course of a more than 22 year career in public accounting
as well as private accounting as a controller, Valerie has worked to:

• Save Time and Aggravation. Once, when working with new personnel at a company who
was not familiar with the audit process, she took the time to follow-up on the audit request
list. To make sure the client understood what was required, she sent separate emails for
each item and shared the file received the prior year as an example.

• Meet Established Deadlines. When a plan sponsor was so fed up with receiving their audit
on October 15 every year, they switch providers. Valerie promised to deliver the report by
July 31 and ended up beating that deadline by 15 days.

EXPERIENCE
Before co-founding D’Amico Wawrin & Company in 2017, Valerie worked for a number of public
accounting firms with a local, super regional and national presence. Most recently, she was a
director with BDO USA and an associate director at SS&G, which merged into BDO. At both firms
she helped lead the Northeast Ohio employee benefit plan practice.

She has audited benefit plans ranging in size from 100 participants to several thousand
participants, with net assets ranging from less than $1 million to over $1 billion. Valerie has an in-
depth knowledge of all types of EBP audits including both full-scope and limited-scope audits.
However, she has a special interest in the audits of health and welfare (H&W) benefit plans and
their unique challenges.

Annually, she attends the AICPA National Conference on Employee Benefit Plans to stay apprised  
of the latest benefit plan audit ideas and regulations.

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS
• American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA)
• Ohio Society of CPAs
• Association of Certified Fraud Examiners
• AICPA Employee Benefit Plan Audit Quality Center
• National Center for Employee Ownership

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
• Fairlawn Toastmasters, member and past treasurer
• Humane Society of Summit County, treasurer and board member

OUTSIDE THE OFFICE
Valerie and her husband are animal lovers—they have two dogs, a cat and a rabbit. When they
aren’t hanging out with their animal gang, Valerie enjoys making jewelry, quilting and cross
stitching. Originally from Kent, Ohio, Valerie spent nine years in Florida before moving back to Ohio
in 1999. She now resides in Wadsworth.

“I am hardworking auditor and
consultant with a passion for
employee benefit plans...who also
has a creativeside.”

Certifications: CPA, CFE  

Education: MS, BS, Accounting  

University of Central Florida

… JUST4FUN

What is your most prized possession?  
A baby grand piano I received as a  
wedding gift from my husband. One  
day I’ll get back to playing.

If you could have a cup of coffee with  
anyone, who would it be? My  
grandfather who passed away before I  
was born. I would love to hear about  
his life in Czechoslovakia and why he  
came to the U.S. as a teen.

What did you want to be when you  
grew up? The first woman president.If  
I couldn’t do that, I wanted to be a  
bank teller.

What is your favorite book? I’m an  
audio book junkie. I like John Sanford’s  
“Prey” series. I’m 19 books in—only  
eight more to go!

What’s your dream vacation? I’d love
to go back to Lake Como in Italy.

What would you do if you won the  
lottery? Build a state of the art animal  
rescue facility.


