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Utilizing a mix of technical expertise, problem solving and a desire to help others, Michelle excels
as an auditor. With more than 20 years of experience in public and private accounting, she has
worked in various facets of the private industry including positions as assistant controller and
assistant CFO. Over her public accounting career, she worked almost entirely in the audit field
before dedicating herself to employee benefit plans. She has helped plan sponsors:

• By Exceeding Expectations. Many plan sponsors don’t care if their audit goes on extension,
but when a new client requested that the audit be completed by July 30, Michelle built out
a timeline that ensured an on-time delivery. The happy client appreciated that the audit
report was delivered well before the filing deadline.

• Bring Clarity to Chaos. There was a large, publicly sponsored benefit plan with messy and
delinquent plan audits and Form 5500 filings. She worked to help the company determine the
proper data needed for the financial statement. It was a challenging and stressful process for all
involved, but tackling it together built the foundation for a long-term relationship.

EXPERIENCE
In 2017, Michelle co-founded D’Amico Wawrin & Company to solely work in the area of employee
benefit plan audits and consulting. She conducts limited-and full-scope employee benefit plan
audits for both single employer and multiemployer plans. This includes profit sharing, 401(k),
pension, 403(b) tax-sheltered annuity, employee stock ownership and health and welfare plans.

Michelle is a past director in the assurance practice at BDO USA and was an associate director of
assurance at SS&G where she served as a technical resource in connection with employee benefit
audits on a firm-wide basis. She co-lead the Northeast Ohio employee benefit plan practice at
both firms.

To keep apprised of all new pertinent employee benefit audit areas, she annually attends the
AICPA National Conference on Employee Benefit Plans.

Michelle also has experience conducting audits, reviews and compilations for a variety of
businesses and industries, including manufacturers, ESOP-owned companies, nonprofit
organizations and service companies.

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS
• American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA)
• Ohio Society of CPAs
• AICPA Employee Benefit Plan Audit Quality Center (EBPAQC)
• National Center for Employee Ownership (NCEO)
• Accounting and Financial Women’s Alliance, Akron/Canton Chapter, committee member

and past president

OUTSIDE THE OFFICE
Michelle married her high school sweetheart and they are the parents of two children, Maria and
Joseph. The D’Amico family resides in Kent, Ohio.

… JUST4FUN

What is your favorite family recipe?  
Grandma Catullo’s homemade  
spaghetti sauce. I wish I could sit with  
her today and write down all her  
recipes from Italy.

What is your favorite movie?Office  
Space. I have worked with a few  
Lumbergh’s over the course of my  
career.

What would people be surprised to
know about you? I am an only child,
but not weird. I promise!

What did you want to be when you  
grew up? Nothing specific, but it would  
have definitely been math-related. One  
of my dear friends likes to tell others  
how I helped her with math homework  
back in kindergarten.

What’s the first song in yourplaylist?
Billy Joel’s “It’s my Life.”

“I’m persistent, yet compassionate 
and kind. One who enjoys a good 
laugh. Add to that inquisitive…
inquiring minds need to know.”
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